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Introduction to Episode 4

In this Episode we meet Erica Tandori, a visual artist with two kids, a 
cat, a hole in the back yard, a doctorate, a university job, and 
Stargardt’s Disease. 

• juvenile form of macular degeneration 

• central vision loss

• peripheral vision is still useful - colourful, soft and blurry, like “living 
in a Monet painting” 

• occasional visual hallucinations 



VROOM and OMO assessment tools

• Download the VROOM and OMO tools with brief instructions from 

www.lildeverell.net/resources/vroom-and-omo-tools/

VROOM – vision related outcomes in O&M – yellow for light/vision

OMO – orientation and mobility outcomes – green for grass/walking

http://www.lildeverell.net/resources/vroom-and-omo-tools/


O&M Environmental Complexity Scale

We compared

• Level 3 - pedestrian-paced, with no aid
− home, 2 kids, 1 cat, landscaping project with mud, bricks and a swimming 

pool shell

• Level 6  - uncontrolled road crossings, with no aid
− bus and train travel to work

− navigating the bus bays at uni

− uncontrolled crossing at Eastfield Road 

We also discussed mobility aids – Erica prefers no aid, or guided travel











Interesting outcomes
• When dithering between two numbers on a scale, we used the rule 

if in doubt, rate lower

• Erica cannot read signage or number plates (rated 1 out of 4 for reading), yet
− is a visual artist
− chooses to travel without a mobility aid on familiar routes
− likes to walk with a guide in less familiar places
− would rather ask for help than use a cane

• Erica has strong spatial cognition, evident in the scales marked with an asterisk * 
− uses north/south/east/west 
− mentioned mental mapping several times
− relies on memory rather than using tactile markers for household appliances/tasks

• Erica has ambient vision 
− combines visual fragments with strong mental mapping skills into a stable mental map to get 

a more complete picture of the world – people with poor spatial cognition cannot do this



Thanks Erica!

Erica scored: 

• OMO 39/50 for functional O&M skills 

• VROOM 29/50 for functional vision during travel

Erica Tandori has created a fabulous collection of art works - stills 
and animations - showing the impact of her central vision loss on 
everyday activities. Check out  

http://www.ericatandori.com/

http://www.ericatandori.com/


Contacts / Resources

• VROOM and OMO tools

www.lildeverell.net/resources/vroom-and-omo-tools/

• Links and PowerPoint slides for RO&Ming with Lil

www.lildeverell.net/resources/roaming-with-lil/

• To discuss VROOM and OMO, offer feedback, suggest a topic, or record an episode 

together:

Email: lil@deverell.net

Mobile: +61 418 370 312

http://www.lildeverell.net/resources/vroom-and-omo-tools/
http://www.lildeverell.net/resources/roaming-with-lil/
mailto:lil@deverell.net


Credits

• Music
− Happy Stroll, a royalty-free download from Purple Planet Music

• Graphics created by Lil Deverell with
− PhotoShop lessons and technotherapy from Erin Deverell 

− Photos from 
• An amateur drone photographer from Cornwall, flying over a spaghetti junction in 

Birmingham (royalty-free)

• Christine Darwood, a wildlife spotter in the ACT who snapped our sprightly echidna 
crossing the road (used with permission)

• Rob Keating, a Canberra-based photographer, who found a weathered wombat 
crossing the road (purchased from https://keatingmedia.com.au)


