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Introduction to Episode 18

Welcome to Meredith Prain

• Speech Pathologist

• Working at Able Australia - deafblindness and research

• Has Lebers Hereditary Optic Neuropathy

• Lives in Melbourne but recently spent 2 years in Perth











What do the numbers mean? 

OMO

50 Carefree

41-49 Confident

31-40 Capable

21-30 Cautious

11-20 Coactive

1-10 Cared for

0 Comatose

VROOM

50 Full vision

41- 49 Fine details

31- 40 Features

21-30  Formwork

11-20 Fragments

1-10 Fifty shades of grey

0 Functional blindness



What would improve Merry’s OMO?

• OMO 41/50 – O&M 

• VROOM 32/50 – functional vision

• Doesn’t need a long cane for safety – not having falls

• Already travelling confidently, internationally

• Wants to improve travel in complex, unfamiliar environments
− Aim to improve fluency

− Use tech for information before and during travel

− Use live description apps, like Aira

− Other ideas?



Conferences earning COMS points

• OMAA Online Symposium 
− 22 September 2020 

− Register at: 
https://shortcourses.ridbc.org.au/events/omaa-online-symposium-2020/

• SPEVI Conference – Celebrating Change!
− 18-19 January 2021

− https://www.speviconference.org.au/

https://shortcourses.ridbc.org.au/events/omaa-online-symposium-2020/
https://www.speviconference.org.au/


Contacts / Resources

• Links and PowerPoint slides for RO&Ming with Lil

www.lildeverell.net/resources/roaming-with-lil/

• To discuss VROOM and OMO, offer feedback, suggest a topic, or 

record an episode together:

Email: lil@deverell.net

Mobile: +61 418 370 312

http://www.lildeverell.net/resources/roaming-with-lil/
mailto:lil@deverell.net


Credits

• Music
− Happy Stroll, a royalty-free download from Purple Planet Music

• Graphics created by Lil Deverell with
− PhotoShop lessons and technotherapy from Erin Deverell 

− Photos from 
• An amateur drone photographer from Cornwall, flying over a spaghetti junction in 

Birmingham (royalty-free)

• Christine Darwood, a wildlife spotter in the ACT who snapped our sprightly echidna 
crossing the road (used with permission)

• Rob Keating, a Canberra-based photographer, who found a weathered wombat 
crossing the road (purchased from https://keatingmedia.com.au)


